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The history of fiscal legislation in Iowa is also of interest in view of the 
present widespread agitation for tax reform in other states of the middle 
west, which, like Iowa, have discovered that a system of taxation de- 
signed originally for a sparsely settled rural community does not meet 
modern demands. The fundamental principles of the Iowa system of 
taxation, according to Mr. Pollock, include: "the ad valorem principle 
of listing property, the assessment of general property by township, 
town, or city, and township, County and State review or equalization." 
This system has remained practically unchanged throughout the entire 
period of the state's history and has become thoroughly unsatisfactory, 
inasmuch as many changes are necessary to secure "equality or uni- 
formity and universality of taxation. ' ' So far the legislature has refused 
to enact into law the recommendations of special tax commissions created 
in 1893 and 1911. 

Necessarily this history of economic legislation contains many details, 
yet the style is clear, with much analysis, and the historical background 
is not ignored. A more extended account of the practical working of 
these laws would have been desirable, but the space available precluded 
such discussion. An excellent feature of the book is the extensive use, 
at the end of chapters, of summaries; these are of much assistance to 
the casual reader. For more intensive study there are numerous refer- 
ences to the different statutes and to illustrative material, while there is 
also a comprehensive index. The volume should prove of special value 
in legislative reference libraries; it is, in fact, indispensable for the 
study of the practical solution of the economic problems of state gov- 
ernment. 

B. W. Bond, Jr. 

Spirit lake massacre. By Thomas Teakle. (Iowa City: State historical 
society of Iowa, 1918. 336 p.) 
This is a beautifully printed book of 336 pages giving the history of 
the Spirit lake massacre of 1857. Offhand one might be disposed to 
think that an affair so isolated and obscure as this tragic event could not 
reasonably command as extensive a narrative as Mr. Teakle has supplied. 
One who reads the book, however, will hardly- be disposed to make this 
criticism. The narrative is not too extensive adequately to trace the 
whole sad story of the conditions leading up to the massacre, the event 
itself, and the subsequent captivity and fortunes of the parties con- 
cerned in it. "Whether Mr. Teakle has apportioned the space at his dis- 
posal to the best advantage is another question. There are approxi- 
mately seventy thousand words, divided into thirty-one chapters. Some 
of these are but half a dozen pages in length while their average length 
is about 2250 words. Notwithstanding the length of the narrative as a 
whole, one gets the impression that some of the chapter discussions are 
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sketchy and superficial. On the other hand the author's style is easy 
and agreeable, and he seems to manage with skill the many threads of his 
narrative. 

The Spirit lake massacre stands in much the same relation to Iowa as 
the Black Hawk war of a quarter of a century earlier does to Illinois 
and Wisconsin. From the military point of view both were insignificant. 
But in each case the result of the uprising was to remove forever from 
the state or states in question the Indian as a factor in the determination 
of its affairs and to open to the advance of white occupation, far more 
rapidly than would otherwise have been the case, the region more di- 
rectly affected. Certain other features also the two affairs have in com- 
mon. In neither event was the Indian without provocation or the white 
race free from fault and wrongdoing. Indeed, to the reviewer, among 
the saddest chapters in Mr. Teakle's book are those portraying the in- 
justice meted out to the Indian by the whites and the ineffectiveness of 
the government's measures to insure fair treatment. In both cases, too, 
the fact that the outbreaks were the last of their kind in their respective 
regions has caused them to loom larger in the imagination of after gener- 
ations than would otherwise have been the case. 

The work is well done on the whole, but attention is called to two 
omissions, one of minor, the other of major importance. The first con- 
cerns the absence of illustrations. There must have been a wealth of 
these available; since the work is a secondary narrative, obviously 
designed for general reading, the inclusion of a reasonable number of 
pertinent illustrations would have added materially to the attractiveness 
of the volume. More serious, however, is the neglect to provide a suit- 
able outline map showing the geography of the extensive region with 
which the narrative deals, and the location with respect to one another 
of the many places mentioned, together with the routes of the numerous 
journeys or marches that figure in the story. The writer chances to be 
a native of Iowa and tolerably familiar with the geography of the re- 
gion involved in the narrative, but even so, the aid of a suitable map 
would have added much to its lucidity in perusal. For the reader who 
does not enjoy the accidental advantage the reviewer chances to possess, 
the aid of such a map would seem to be far more essential. We believe 
such aids to the proper understanding by the reader of his work should 
be afforded as a matter of course by the historical editor or author. 

History of Missouri. By Eugene Morrow Violette, professor of history, 
state normal school Missouri. (New York: D. C. Heath and com- 
pany, 1918. 500 p.) 
Treatment of state history from a new point of view is found in Mr. 

Violette 's work. The purpose of the author, as is clearly set forth in 



